STATE OF MICHIGAN
GRETCHEN WHITMER DEPARTMENT OF TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT & BUDGET BROM STIBITZ

GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

Michigan unemployment rate declines in April

LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted jobless rate decreased slightly by
two-tenths of a percentage point to 4.9 percent in April, according to data released
today by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. Employment
in Michigan edged up modestly by 6,000 and unemployment moved down by 8,000,
resulting in the state workforce inching down by 2,000 over the month.

The national unemployment rate edged up by a tenth of a percentage point in April to
6.1 percent. Michigan’s April jobless rate was 1.2 percentage points below the U.S. rate.
Over the year, the national rate fell by 8.7 percentage points, while Michigan’s rate
dropped sharply by 18.7 percentage points. These large jobless rate cuts over the past
year reflected the recalls of workers to jobs since the peak of pandemic-related
unemployment in April 2020.

“‘Michigan’s employment situation has improved markedly one year after the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic-related layoffs in the state,” said Wayne Rourke,
associate director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic
Initiatives. “However, auto-related layoffs in Michigan occurred in April 2021 due to
the national shortage of semiconductor chips and the resulting impact on auto
production.”

Monthly and annual labor force trends and highlights

e Michigan employment levels were little changed in April, inching up by 0.1
percent. This change was comparable to the employment increase exhibited by
the U.S. (+0.2 percent).

e Over the year, the state labor force rose by 2.5 percent, while the national
workforce advanced by 2.9 percent since April 2020.

e Michigan employment levels were 968,000, or 27.6 percent, above the year-ago,
pandemic-related lows, about double the percent gain nationally (+13.4 percent).

e Total unemployment fell by 853,000, or 78.7 percent, over the year, a decrease
substantially larger than the percentage U.S. decline (-57.5 percent).

(more)
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Michigan’s April 2021 workforce trends compared with pre-pandemic levels

e Despite a substantial employment recovery since the pandemic-related low of
April 2020, Michigan total employment in April 2021 remained 273,000 below

the February 2020 pre-pandemic level.

e Total unemployment in the state during April 2021 was 46,000, or 24.9
percent, higher than pre-pandemic levels.
e The Michigan jobless rate of 4.9 percent during April 2021 was 1.2
percentage points above the February 2020 rate.

Michigan
Labor Force Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Apr. | Mar. | Apr.
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Civilian 4,701 | 4,703 | 4586 | -2 00% | 115 | 25%
Labor Force
Employed 4,470 | 4,464 | 3,502 6 0.1% 968 27.6%
Unemployed 231 | 239 | 1,084 -8 -3.3% -853 -78.7%
Unemployment Rate | 4.9 51 23.6 -0.2 XXX -18.7 XXX

Detroit metro area jobless rate decreases in April

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted
jobless rate moved down by two-tenths of a percentage point in April to 4.3 percent. The
regional employment level rose by 5,000 in April.

The Detroit MSA unemployment rate fell significantly by 20.4 percentage points since
last year’'s peak in April 2020. Employment rebounded by 462,000, while unemployment
dropped sharply by 394,000. The Detroit metro region workforce level rose by 68,000

since April 2020.

(more)
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Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA

Labor Force Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Apr. | Mar. | Apr.
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent

Civilian 2,016 | 2,015 | 1,948 | 1 0.0% 68 3.5%
Labor Force
Employed 1,929 | 1,924 | 1,467 5 0.3% 462 31.5%
Unemployed 87 91 481 -4 -4.4% -394 -81.9%
Unemployment Rate | 4.3 4.5 24.7 -0.2 XXX -20.4 XXX

Auto industry jobs decrease In April

The monthly survey of employers exhibited an April decline of 19,000 in seasonally
adjusted payroll employment, or 0.5 percent. The total number of nonfarm jobs in
Michigan was 4,114,000 during April.

The largest over-the-month job reduction occurred in the state’s automotive

manufacturing sector (-13,000) due to production cuts and layoffs occurring as a result
of a nationwide semiconductor chip shortage.

Industry employment trends and highlights

e After three consecutive months of nonfarm employment gains, payroll jobs
edged down in April.

e Total Michigan nonfarm jobs rose by 717,000, or 21.1 percent, over the year,
reflecting job recalls since the pandemic-related low in April 2020. However,

April 2021 payroll employment remained 339,000 below the pre-pandemic
February 2020 level.

e The state’s leisure and hospitality sector had the largest percentage rebound in
employment over the year, with jobs advancing by 148,000, or 76.3 percent.
However, job levels in the sector were still significantly below the February 2020

level (-94,000).

(more)
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Michigan

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Apr** | Mar.* | Apr.
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month*** | Over the Year ***
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Total Nonfarm Payroll
Jobs 4114 | 4,134 | 3,398 -19 -0.5% 717 21.1%
Natural Resources
. 7 7 6 0 -5.6% 1 11.5%
and Mining
Construction 175 174 107 1 0.4% 68 64.2%
Manufacturing 562 574 416 -11 -2.0% 147 35.3%
Transportation
) 165 178 87 -13 -7.5% 78 89.4%
Equipment
Trade,
Transportation, and 776 779 636 -3 -0.4% 139 21.9%
Utilities
Retail Trade 449 449 352 0 0.0% 97 27.7%
Information 51 49 49 1 2.4% 2 3.7%
Financial Activities 226 225 216 1 0.3% 10 4.8%
Professional and
) _ 621 620 507 1 0.2% 114 22.6%
Business Services
Education and Health
Services 641 645 582 -4 -0.6% 59 10.1%
Leisure and
o _ 341 347 194 -6 -1.6% 148 76.3%
Hospitality Services
Other Services 144 144 114 0 -0.2% 30 26.3%
Government 572 570 573 2 0.3% -1 -0.2%

* Revised data for March 2021

** Preliminary data for April 2021

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

(more)

ELLIOTT-LARSEN BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR + 320 S. WALNUT STREET < P.O. BOX 30026 * LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909

www.michigan.gov « 517-241-5545




Unemployment April 2021, p.5 of 5

Hours and Earnings for Production Workers
Seasonally Adjusted

Michigan

Manufacturing

Apr. Mar. Apr. Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $925.74 | $951.49 | $842.25 | -25.75 | -2.7% 83.49 9.9%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 39.6 40.6 36.6 -1.0 -2.5% 3.0 8.1%
Hours
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing
Apr. Mar. Apr. Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $1,105.38 | $1,193.98 | $1,053.52 | -88.60 | -7.4% 51.86 4.9%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 39.6 42.7 39.9 -3.1 -7.3% -0.3 -0.9%
Hours
-END-
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